Happy May Day!

As millions of workers take to the streets world-wide to
celebrate May Day as a day of international working class solidar-
ity, we need to reassess our common objectives in the light of a
growing world crisis of capitalism.

Following a 25,000 May Ist rally in Chicago in 1886,
the bosses were determined to crush the militant labor movement.
Police shot and killed four workers on a picket line two days later.
However, a bomb thrown by an agent provocateur killed seven
police, who responded by shooting several workers and injuring
hundreds more. In the following weeks, the police carried out
systematic raids on strikers and trade unionists, breaking up meet-
ings with violence. Workers’ leaders were framed and sentenced
to death, but was later commuted to life imprisonment.

Starting with the Chicago tragedy, which became known
thereafter as international workers day, workers representatives
set up the Second International in 1889, under the banner of work-
ers’ internationalism. A key resolution of the Congress was that
on every May Day workers in every country would strike and
demonstrate for the 8-hour day. For over 100 years, tens of mil-
lions have expressed their determination again and again to rid the
world of oppression, war and poverty. The victory of the Russian
working class in October 1917 marked an enormous advance in
the struggle for the socialist transformation of society. It repre-
sented a beacon to the workers’ movement internationally.

Today, working Americans need to take a hard look at
the state of the world today and ask themselves if their interests
are being served by the tiny minority of rich men and women who
control our government and our lives - Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. They are driven by the pursuit of profits, power, and
markets. The American capitalist class has as much an interest in
truly bringing “freedom” to the people of Iraq as they do in guar-
anteeing jobs, healthcare, education, stability, and peace here in
the US.

The brutal attitude of the American ruling class toward
the labor movement was made crystal clear during last spring’s
attacks on peaceful anti-war protesters. The “war on terror” has
been used to cripple the hard-won civil rights of the American
people. The crisis in the economy has been used by the bosses
as an excuse to attack the wages and conditions of working
people. 3 million manufacturing jobs have been lost since 2000,
with no significant improvement in sight. Education, health care,
unemployment benefits, and even Veterans’ programs are being
mercilessly slashed. Billions are spent on a predatory occupation
of a country that is worse off now than under the tyrant Saddam
Hussein. Trade unions are under merciless attack while billions
in contracts are handed out to the anti-union buddies of Bush,
Cheney, Rumsfeld, and co. Instead of creating jobs and helping
the unemployed and downtrodden, the government passes tax cuts
for the rich.

We need to strengthen and democratize the trade unions
and get rid of leaders who do not fight in our interests. We need
to unionize the millions who are left at the mercy of the bosses,
especially in sectors that exploit temporary and immigrant work-

ers. But more than that, we need to organize politically. The
Republicans and Democrats are mirror images of each other and
offer nothing to the working class and youth except more layoffs,
a disintegrating social safety net, a rotting educational system,
poverty, ignorance, war, and racism. The “worker-friendly”
Democrats have done absolutely nothing to defend us against the
attacks of the Republicans. We can rely only on our own strength
and organization: those who are unable to defend the gains of the
past will never make new gains in the future! A clear alternative
to capitalist policies must be put forward within side the workers’
movement. No to class collaboration! No to pro-big business po-
lices! For a mass party of labor based on the trade unions to power
on a socialist program!

We would like to thank our readers and supporters,
workers, socialists, communists, trade union activists, students,
and all those fighters who have remained firm in the ranks of the
international army of the proletariat, dedicated to the elimination
of the horrors of capitalism and imperialism, and the creation of
a real new world order - international socialism! The future of
today’s Labor movement lies in the hands of its rank and file
membership. We must reclaim May Day’s hidden past in order to
create a real fighting alternative. Whether you are working, study-
ing, or unemployed, May Day is OUR day! In the words of the
Communist Manifesto: ‘Workers of the World Unite!” Socialism
is international or it is nothing!

* The right to strike, the right to union representation, and
the right to collective bargaining. Repeal all anti-union laws
including Taft-Hartley. End compulsory arbitration and the
victimization of trade unionists and those forming new
unions. Unionize now!

* For trade union democracy! All union officials to be regu-
larly elected with the right of immediate recall by the mem-
bers. All officials to receive the average wage of a skilled
worker, plus vetted expenses.

* For a mass party of labor based on the unions to power
with class-independent and socialist policies. The labor
movement must break with the Democrats! Gain genuine
support by adopting socialist policies that can really answer
the needs and aspirations of workers and youth.

Join the Workers International League in
yghting for this program!
Contact us at wil@socialistappeal.org
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