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     Working Americans need to take a hard look at the state of the world today and ask them-
selves if their interests are being served by the tiny minority of rich people which controls our 
government and our lives - Republicans and Democrats alike.  They are driven by the pursuit 
of profits, power, and markets. The American capitalist class has as much an interest in truly 
“liberating” the people of Iraq as they do in guaranteeing jobs, healthcare, education, stability, 
and peace here in the US. 
     The “war on terror” has been used to cripple the hard-won civil rights of the American 
people. The crisis in the economy has been used by the bosses as an excuse to attack the wages 
and conditions of working people. 465,000 jobs were lost in the first 3 months of 2003, with 
no significant improvement in sight. Education, healthcare, unemployment benefits, and even 
Veterans’ programs are being mercilessly slashed. At the same time, the government is able 
to find $79 billion to fight a predatory war on an impoverished and largely helpless country, 
already crippled by years of economic sanctions and bombing. Trade unions are under severe 
attack while billions in contracts are handed out to the anti-union buddies of Bush, Cheney, 
Rumsfeld, and co.  Instead of helping creating jobs and helping the unemployed and down-
trodden, the government proposes tax cuts for the rich.  
   Workers and young people need to strengthen and democratize the trade unions and get rid of 
leaders who do not fight in our interests.  We need to create new unions where they do not yet ex-
ist, especially in sectors that exploit temporary and immigrant workers.  But more than that, we 
need to organize politically.  The Republicans and Democrats are mirror images of each other and 
offer nothing to the working class and youth except more layoffs, a disintegrating social safety 
net, a rotting educational system, war, racism and artificial division between workers of differ-
ent races, ethnicities, religions, and gender.  The supposedly worker-friendly Democrats have 
done absolutely nothing to defend workers against the attacks of the Republicans. 
* The right to strike, the right to union representation, and the right to collective bar-
gaining. Repeal all anti-union laws including Taft-Hartley. End compulsory arbitration 
and the victimization of trade unionists and those forming new unions. Unionize now!
* For trade union democracy! All union officials to be regular-
ly elected with the right of immediate recall by the members. All offi-
cials to receive the average wage of a skilled worker, plus vetted expenses.
* For a mass party of labor based on the unions to power with class-independent and social-
ist policies. The labor movement must break with the Democrats! Gain genuine support by 
adopting socialist policies that can really answer the needs and aspirations of workers and 
youth.  Join the Workers International League in fighting for this program!
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