Fight Imperialism! Defend the
Venezuelan and Cuban Revolutions!
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The Workers International League and the Hands
Off Venezuela Campaign express our firm commitment
to defend the Cuban and Venezuelan revolutions against
imperialist and capitalist counter-revolution. The fall of
the Soviet Union has transformed the international balance
of forces concentrating colossal and unprecedented power
into the hands of US imperialism. With colossal power
comes colossal arrogance. Washington is trying to impose
its will onto the whole world. The barbarous invasion and
occupation of Iraq is a monstrous manifestation of this.

However, the capitalist crisis on a world scale manifests
itself as a revolutionary crisis everywhere. This is clearly
evident in Latin America where there is not a single stable
bourgeois regime from the Tierra del Fuego to the Rio Grande.
The aggressive campaigns of US imperialism directed against
Cuba and Venezuela are a reflection of this fact. The Cuban and
Venezuelan revolutions are beacons for the oppressed workers
and peasants of Latin America. That is why Washington
is striving by all means to defeat and destroy them.

The Cuban revolution, which provided hope for
millions of people, is threatened by external and internal
enemies. The forces of capitalist restoration inside Cuba
constitute the greatest threat to the revolution. They are
backed by world imperialism, in particular by the USA
and the European Union. It is necessary to fight against
capitalist restoration in Cuba and defend the elements of the
nationalized planned economy. However in the last analysis
the only hope for the Cuban revolution is the victory of the
socialist revolution in Latin America and on a world scale.

The fate of the Cuban revolution above all depends on
the fate of the Venezuelan revolution. The two are inextricably
linked. The Bolivarian revolution has begun as a national
democratic revolution but it is meeting with the ferocious
opposition of the Venezuelan oligarchy and US imperialism.
The latest attempt to defeat the Venezuelan revolution was the
referendum campaign. All the forces of counter-revolution are
united to defeat and depose the Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez. Thevictory ofthebourgeoisoppositioninthereferendum
would have been a deadly blow not only to the Venezuelan
revolution but to revolution throughout Latin America.

Following their class instincts, the Venezuelan masses
turned out by the millions to vote against the opposition’s recall
referendum of Chavez. Participation was around 90 percent. This
historic voter turnout stands in stark contrast to the participation

in elections the US. This is what happens when the people feel
that they have something to vote for — and against. It is what
happens when people feel that politics really matter and that
voting can make a difference. What a contrast to the situation in
the “western democracies” where in most cases people do not
even bother to vote because they feel that, whoever is elected, it
will make no real difference to their lives. Yet Bush thinks he has
the right to lecture the people of Venezuela on democracy!

But this is only the beginning of a new and
decisive chapter of the Venezuelan revolution. The gains
of the revolution will never be safe as long as the key
levers of economic power remain in the hands of the
oligarchy. It is necessary to consolidate the gains of the
Bolivarian revolution through the nationalization of the
banks, the land and the big industries under the democratic
control and administration of the working class.

We stand for the full implementation of the program
of Simon Bolivar, that is to say the revolutionary unification
of Latin America and the Caribbean. However under modern
conditions this goal can never be achieved by the bourgeoisie.
Only the victory of the proletarian revolution can guarantee
the gains of national democratic revolution and unification
of Latin America. The Latin American revolution can only be
carried out by the proletariat in alliance with the poor peasants
and the other exploited layers under the banner of socialism.
It is the duty of the revolutionary Marxists to support with all
of our energy and enthusiasm the anti-imperialist struggles
of the people of Latin America, to arm it with the ideology,
program and policies of Marxism-Leninism and to transform
it into and all-Latin American proletarian revolution. The Latin
American revolution will triumph as a proletarian revolution
or it will not triumph at all. Our banner is the banner of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Trotsky - the real continuation of
the revolutionary inheritance of Bolivar and Marti.

Our slogan is permanent revolution; our goal is the
emancipation of the working class and of all humanity.

* US Hands Off Venezuela and Cuba!
*  For socialist internationalism and a Socialist Federation
of the Americas as part of a World Socialist Federation

For more information on the Hands Off Ven-

ezuela  Campaign and the Workers International

League, please visit our websites or contact us at:
contact@handsoffvenezuela.org
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