
A majority of Americans now oppose the Iraq war and occupation, and 
growing numbers want the troops brought home now. But in Washington   
 they speak only of ñtime horizonsò for withdrawal, while both corporate par-

ties continue to debate ñhow bestò to secure their grip on the Middle East. McCain 
insists the U.S. must stay in Iraq and continue the current mess.  Obama says that yes, 
some troops should be withdrawn from Iraq, but then he adds that they should be sent 
to Afghanistan instead!

The anti-war movement must have no confidence in the Democratic Party. It is 
not an anti-war party. Rather, it has been the best vehicle for the continuation of the 
war. The Republicans have already suffered politically due to the war, losing many 
seats in Congress, and now potentially the Oval Office. However, the Democrats have 
cynically have used anti-war sentiment to gain more seats, despite their overwhelming 
support for the war. And in their two years in control of Congress, they have continued 
to vote for every war-spending bill proposed by Bush.

In an election year, most leaders of the labor movement and many on the ñleftò 
want to focus our attention on the ballot box instead of mass, united action on the 
streets. These ladies and gentlemen want to offer the bosses and their politicians an 
easy ride, while millions of U.S. workers suffer from across-the-board cuts and the 
growing economic crisis. The anti-war movement must be independent from the boss-
esô parties and remain mobilized. As for the elections, let the candidates we support be 
decidedly anti-war, pro-labor candidates like Cynthia McKinney and Rosa Clemente 
(running as the ñPower to the Peopleò campaign for President and Vice President on 
the Green Party ballot) and Cindy Sheehan (running in San Francisco as an Indepen-
dent against Speaker of the House, Democrat Nancy Pelosi).

The anti-war movement is most effective in action. Although there was no na-
tional mass action on the 5th anniversary of the war in 2008, there will be numerous 
local and regional actions this year, some of which sprung from the National Assem-
bly anti-war conference held in June (www.natassembly.org).  There were protests 
at the DNC and now the RNC, there will be protests on October 11th, and a week of 
actions called after the elections from December 9th to the 14th. The rank and file of 
the movement should use these actions as a ñspring boardò to build for massive, united 
bi-coastal mobilizations in the spring of 2009. 

Whoever wins the election, they must not be given a free ride. The labor move-
ment must be at the forefront of the struggle against the war, no matter which the party 
the war leaders are affiliated with. If the labor movement really wanted to, it could end 
the war within a few days. The ILWUôs May 
Day strike action should serve as a starting 
point for mass labor actions against the war. 
If you agree with these perspectives, please 
contact us and consider joining the WIL.
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